
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 15 December 2021] 

 p6435b-6436a 
Hon Darren West 

 [1] 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE 1171 — PERSONAL EXPLANATION — FURTHER REMARKS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.22 pm]: I wish to expand on some 
remarks I made to the house earlier in the form of a personal explanation. Yesterday, in a question without notice, 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition implied that I had dumped grain at a Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd facility 
without permission. Recently, our family farming business entered an agreement with grower-owned cooperative 
grain handler Co-operative Bulk Handling, as during harvest our truck had broken down and required an engine 
rebuild. There were no oats receivable sites within 100 kilometres of our farm and the oats were beginning to shed 
and needed to be harvested with some urgency. I thank CBH for granting permission to use their site. I find it 
refreshing that a large organisation is willing to help out growers in need. 
A social media post appeared yesterday by Northam farmer Scott McPherson, which alleged I had dumped grain 
without permission. This post has been picked up by media and the opposition and is grossly incorrect. Scott McPherson 
is known to our family. In 1999, McPherson pleaded guilty to assault occasioning bodily harm after a coward punch 
assault outside a wheatbelt tavern. McPherson crept up behind his victim, grabbed them by the hair and punched 
his victim in the face, knocking them to the ground. As his victim got up to face their attacker, McPherson kicked his 
victim in the head with such force that the victim was spun around 180 degrees, rendering them dazed, disorientated 
and defenceless. McPherson continued to kick his victim, stomping on their head, neck and arms until a brave 
bystander pulled McPherson away from his victim.  
Members, I know the fine detail of this assault because I was McPherson’s victim. For this cowardly and unprovoked 
attack on a local farmer who was going home to his young family, McPherson was fined $1 500. 
McPherson has held an unhealthy obsession with me and my family ever since. Since his conviction, I have again 
been assaulted by McPherson, he has attempted to ram my vehicle, and he has showered me with a spray of abuse 
from the grandstand of the Northam racecourse in front of hundreds of patrons. His behaviour continues to be 
totally unacceptable. I never speak to or make eye contact with him and immediately leave when he enters any 
location that I am present. McPherson threatened my son yesterday at the Avon CBH site, and it is for this reason 
that I flagged his behaviour with WA police yesterday. It is a most unpleasant experience to have a stalker who is 
obsessed with you and your family. 
In question time yesterday, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition used this social media post, and only this social 
media post, as the basis for his parliamentary question without notice. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Please allow the member to continue his statement. 
Hon DARREN WEST: In my view, this was a political coward punch made without warning, under the cloak of 
parliamentary privilege and, most significantly, in my absence. I find it appalling that the member would not have 
done any basic research before formulating this question. It is my view that the member showed reckless disregard 
for the truth in an attempt to sully my professional reputation. I find this shameful. Yesterday I saw the worst 
of politics. As a result, I have made the decision to call out the cowards for what they are. I expect a full and 
unequivocal apology. 
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